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STEPHEN HARTKE is widely recognized as one of the leading composers of 
his generation, whose work has been hailed for both its singularity of voice and 
the inclusive breadth of its inspiration.  He has earned considerable recognition 
as a composer, including the Rome Prize from the American Academy in Rome, 
two Koussevitzky Grants, a Guggenheim Fellowship, and many others. Hartke's 
opera, The Greater Good, received the first Charles Ives Opera Prize from the 
American Academy of Arts and Letters. His chamber work Meanwhile won the 
2013 Grammy for Best Contemporary Classical Composition. He served as 

Distinguished Professor of Composition at the University of Southern California for 28 years. In 2015 
Hartke became Head of the Composition Department at Oberlin College Conservatory.
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Fault Line is based on a sketch for a chromatic harp etude I made in early 
1975 and which I found myself curious to revisit when Yolanda invited me 
to contribute to her Five Minutes for Earth project.
  
The opening bars come from that sketch, but thereafter the music found 
itself going in different directions, but still rooted in those initial gnarly, 
grinding sonorities.  It was Yolanda herself who offered the title, and I 
happily seized upon it as I felt it matched the sonic world evoked in the 
piece with its extensive and angular use of pedal glissandos and the 
dramatic intrusions of pedal buzzes.

Stephen Hartke

Program Note
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pushing ahead gradually
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(Harmonics notated where played, sounding an octave higher)
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(after a sketch made in Philadelphia in Spring 1975)
Oberlin, Ohio, Winter-Spring 2020-2021
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Alternate between overlapping pedal buzzes on A and B ad libitum as resonance fades.
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